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JULY MEETING. 

A stated monthly meeting of the Society was held 
this day, Thursday, July 9, at eleven o'clock, a.m. ; 
Colonel Aspinwall, Vice-President, in the chair. 

The Recording Secretary read the record of the last 
meeting. 

The Librarian announced donations from the Com- 
monwealth of Massachusetts ; the Boston Society of 
Natural History; the Chamber of Commerce of the 
State of -New York ; the Institute of 1770, of Harvard 
College ; the Library of Congress ; the Long-Island His- 
torical Society; the Mercantile-Library Association of 
San Francisco ; the New-England Historic-Genealogical 
Society ; the New-Hampshire Historical Society ; the 
Peabody Institute of Baltimore ; the Smithsonian Insti- 
tution ; the Editors of the " Advocate " ; the Publishers 
of the "Book Buyer" ; Mr. Nicholas A. Apollonio 
John Appleton, M.D. ; "William T. Blodgett, Esq. 
Charles H. S. Davis, M.D.; John W. Dean, Esq. 
George W. Fahnestock, Esq. ; Martyn Paine, M.D. 
William S. Peabody, Esq. ; Samuel Sewall, Esq. ; Pro- 
fessor Jeffries Wyman ; and from Messrs. Deane, Denny, 
Ellis, Green, Latham, Lawrence, C. Eobbins, Sibley, and 
Wheatland, of the Society. 

The list of donations included a copy of Vol. I. of 
" The Herald of Gospel Liberty," forwarded to the So- 
ciety by Mr. N. A. Apollonio, of Boston, accompanied 
by a letter from him. On the inside of the cover is the 
following memorandum, in the handwriting of Mr. Apol- 
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lonio : " The Herald of Gospel Liberty was the first 
Religious Newspaper ever published. The first volunfe 
was issued in 1808, under the joint proprietorship of 
Rev. Elias Smith and the late Hon. Daniel P. Drown, 
of Portsmouth. This volume is presented to the Massa- 
chusetts Historical Society, in accordance with the desire 
of Mr. Drown, expressed before his decease, in 1863." 

The Corresponding Secretary read letters of accept- 
ance from John Winter Jones, F.S.A., Richard Henry 
Major, F.S.A., and John Gough Nichols, F.S.A., of Lon- 
don, who had been elected Corresponding Members. 

The Chairman read a letter from Mr. Folsom, ad- 
dressed to Mr. Deane, as Chairman of the Committee 
on the Publication of the Proceedings, stating that he 
felt compelled, by the press of other engagements, to 
resign his place as an associate member of that Com- 
mittee. 

Whereupon, on motion of Mr. Deane, it was — 

Voted, That the thanks of the Society be presented 
to Mr. Folsom for the valuable services he has rendered 
the Society, as a member of the Committee on the 
Publication of the Proceedings, for the past two years 
and a half. 

Mr. Smith was appointed a member of the Committe§ 
to succeed Mr. Folsom. 

The Chairman read a letter from Rev. I. P. Lang- 
worthy, Librarian of the American Congregational As- 
sociation, written in behalf of the Directors, soliciting 
a number of volumes of this Society's publications to 
supply the wants in their Library. 

Voted, To refer the above communication to the 
Standing Committee. 
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Jeffries Wyman, M.D., of Cambridge, was elected a 
Kesident Member. 

Mr. Fols'om communicated the following original let- 
ter of Benjamin Franklin, addressed to his wife. The 
letter was presented to the Society through Mr. Folsom 
by the heirs of our late associate, Joseph E. Worces- 
ter, LL.D.: — 

Benjamin Franklin to Deborah Franklin. 

London, Nov. 2, 1767, 
New England Coffeehouse. 

Mi dear Child, — Calling here this Evening I learn that a Ship 
is just going to New York, the Bag to be .taken away in half an hour. 
I have only time to assure you that I have been extreamiy hearty & 
well ever since my Return from France, the Complaints I had before 
I went on that Tour, being entirely dissipated, and fresh Strength & 
Activity, the Effects of Exercise & Change of Air, have taken their 
Place. I hope this will find you & Sally and all we love or that 
love us, & even those that don't, as well as I am. I am told a Ship 
is come in this Day from Philadelphia, and I hasten home in hopes • 
of finding some of your dear Letters. I am as ever, my dear Debby, 
Your affectionate Husband, 

B. Franklin. 

Dr. Ellis made some remarks relative to the Diary of 
Judge Sewall, now in the possession of the family of the 
late Eev. Samuel Sewall, of Burlington, Mass. ; it being 
understood that the family wish to dispose of it. On his 
motion, a committee of three, consisting of Dr. Ellis, 
Mr. W. G. Brooks, and Dr. Walker, was appointed to 
confer with the owners of this Diary, with a view of 
securing it for the Library of this Society. 
v The Recording Secretary said that he felt sure the 
Society would be glad to hear from the President, Mr. 
Winthrop ; and he should take the liberty to read por- 
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tions of some letters received from him, which, though 
unofficial, he was confident would have an interest for 
the members: — 

Paris, 12th June, 1868. 

Dear Mr. Deane, — Yours of the 23d ult. was duly welcomed. . . . 

I have just returned from a call on Madame Marcou. She was 
the grand-daughter of our founder, Dr. Belknap, you know, and gave 
us the fine portrait of .her grandfather. 

Mignet, the historian, spent an hour with me on the day before 
yesterday. He has recovered entirely from the illness under which 
he was suffering when I left Paris, in December. Count Circourt 
breakfasted with me last Monday, to meet Motley. Circourt's in- 
formation and memory are wonderful. I wish I could persuade him 
to run over and see America for himself; but he knows more about 
it already than many of us who have lived there all our lives. I have 
conceived a much higher impression of the literary men of France 
than I have .had heretofore. There is a marvellous intellectual 
activity here ; and nowhere, certainly, is there more of brilliant 
and powerful eloquence. I have on my table at this moment the 
jlloge upon Faraday, by M. Dumas; the Eloge upon Ingres (an 
eminent French painter), by M. Beule ; and the discourses of Jules 
Favre and M. de Remusat, on Victor Cousin, — all of which are 
admirable. They were sent to me by friends, or I should not have 
heard of them. Our Society is sometimes reproached for eulogizing 
its deceased members too much. But the Institute make a systematic 
business of commemorating their dead, and their eulogies are far more 
elaborate than ours. 

The Emperor has gone to Fontainebleau, where, the papers say, he 
is to devote a fortnight to the final revision of his third volume of 
Julius Caesar. Thus the literature of France has the Imperial exam- 
ple as well as the Imperial patronage. The Julius Caesar is ad- 
mitted to have a good deal of valuable matter in it, I believe. I had 
a pleasant presentation to the Emperor the other night at one of the 
Empress's " Petits Lundis." He gave me an occasion to mention 
the late Joshua Bates, and spoke of him himself in the most agree- 
able manner. But I must stop short, as this is the last day of the 
mail, and almost the last hour. . . . 

Yours sincerely, 

Robert C. Winthrop. 
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London, 27 June, 1868. 

Deae Mb. Deane, — Yours of the 29th ult. reached me duly. 
I have been ten days in London, but have not yet succeeded in finding 
a morning for the British Museum. The heat has been excessive, 
and we are in the very whirl of the London season. Every day seems 
to bring its attractions and engrossments. On one day I was at the 
Sydenham Palace, listening to Handel's incomparable choruses (Israel 
in Egypt), with 4,000 singers and 500 instrumental performers. 
Another day I was at Lord Stanley's grand banquet, on the opening of 
the new Foreign Office. Last night and the night before I was in the 
House of Lords, hearing the great debate on the Irish Church. 
The House was full, the Peers all in their seats, from the Prince of 
"Wales and the Duke of Cambridge downwards, and the Bishops in 
full force, . in their robes. The Bishop of London made a most im- 
pressive and admirable speech about midnight. I do not know how 
our public men, clerical or lay, young or old, would bear the long 
sessions and late hours of the British Parliament. I went to St. 
Paul's with Dean Milman last Sunday, and am going to Westminster 
Abbey with Dean Stanley (who is to preach) to-morrow. Last 
evening I dined with Lord Stratford de Redclifie, who was the British 
Minister at Washington, as Mr. Stratford Canning, while John Quincy 
Adams was Secretary of State, nearly or quite fifty years ago. He is 
erect and vigorous still, — the veteran diplomatist of England. But 
all these social details are poor things to fill up a letter. 

I saw Mr. Adams before he left London to sail from Queenstown 
to-morrow. He was in the same hotel with me, and seemed very 
well. I wish I were in the way of uniting in his reception. He 
has left a most enviable impression in England. Motley, too,' goes 
home in the same steamer, and you will soon see them both. Long- 
fellow arrives here to-night, and Story is under the same roof with me 
already. Upon the whole, our country will have had rather a bril- 
liant representation here this spring. Everybody is eager to welcome 
Longfellow, and he will be run down with attentions. 

The death of our venerable friend, Governor Lincoln, has doubtless 
been duly noticed. He had become an historical character, and was 
every way worthy of commemoration. I should most gladly have borne 
testimony to his purity and patriotism, and his eminent public services. 
But there have been enough to do so. 

Have I told you that I saw in Paris a William Bradford, the lineal 
descendant of the old Governor whom you have done so much to 
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illustrate ? He is a boy yet, getting his education in Paris, where his 
mother has been residing since the Rebellion broke out. His father 
is an eminent lawyer in New Orleans, and an associate of mine on the 
Peabody Southern Education Trust. 

By the way, Lord Stratford de Redcliffe alluded to having seen the 
old Bradford manuscript at Fulham, and the American gentleman who 
was examining it. It must have been you.* The good bishop invited 
me to dine there to-day, but I had a previous engagement. I am 
going down to his wife's garden-party next Saturday, and may thus see 
the Bradford manuscript on the 4th of July. We shall be running 
away from London soon afterwards, to spend some quiet weeks in the 
country, and then I may have leisure for a decent letter. Excuse this 
hurried, I had better have written it horrid, scrawl. Kindest remem- 
brances to the brethren. Yours sincerely, 

Robert C. Winthrop. 
Charles Deane, Esq. 



AUGUST MEETING. 

A stated monthly meeting of the Society was held 
this day, Thursday, August 13, at eleven o'clock, a.m. ; 
Colonel Aspinwall, Vice-President, in the chair. 

The Secretary read the record of the last meeting. 

The Librarian announced donations from the Ameri- 
can Antiquarian Society; the Bureau of Refugees, 
Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands ; the Essex Institute ; 
the General Theological Library; the Massachusetts 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals; the 
Minnesota Historical Society; the New-England Loyal 
Publication Society ; La Societe des Antiquaires Rhenans 
a Bonn ; the State Historical Society of Iowa ; the Trus- 
tees of the Public Library of the City of Boston ; the 

* See " Proceedings " for August, 1866, p. 345 Eds. 



